Dear M. Beorkrem

Thank you for your attendance at the public neeting of
the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion on August 15, 2001, in
Keokuk, | owa.

The varied m ssions of the Corps of Engineers reflect
the public interest as determ ned and authorized by
Congress. The Cvil Wrks mssion of the Corps includes
navi gati on, environnmental restoration, flood protection,
and recreation. Cenerally, our greatest challenge is the
equi t abl e bal anci ng
of these m ssions anong the diverse interests of the
citizens
of the upper M ssissippi Valley.

The Corps shares your enthusiasm about creating a new
vision for our nation’s water resources. Last year the
Corps invited Arericans to “Join the Dial ogue,” an action
whi ch provi ded people the opportunity to voice concerns
about water resources and future sustainability.

The Corps has inplenmented partnering prograns that
al | ow
us to interact with other State and Federal agencies to
devel op the best possible alternatives for our waterway
projects. For exanple, the Illinois R ver Ecosystem
Restoration Study is being conducted under the authority of
Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 in partnership
with the State of Illinois Departnment of Natural Resources.



The Upper M ssissippi R ver System Environnent al
Managenent Programis anot her exanple of a Federal -State
partnership to nonitor the natural resources of the river
system Likew se, the Upper M ssissippi Rver-lllinois
WAt erway System Navi gation
Study has provided a nodel of Federal -State partnership and
public involvenent in a major study process. The Corps
continues its long-standing tradition of partnering with
all interests to assure that its mssion is inplenented to
serve
the public interest.

| hope that you will continue to be involved in
M ssi ssi ppi R ver Conm ssion issues and that together all
partners can seek the best bal ance of the use of the rivers
for the public good.
Thank you again for your comments, and we | ook forward to
hearing fromyou at our future neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee,
M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



